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Riding the wave: young VI surfers at Croyde

Reach for the sky

Surfing VI style

M
oorVision 
provides 
support to 
over 270 

families of children with VI, 
of whom 50% have other 
additional needs, across the 
four Local Authority areas of 
Devon, Plymouth, Torbay and 
Cornwall. They also welcome 
families from Dorset and 
Somerset.

They received a grant from 
the Murray Fund of £12,000 
for the Skern Lodge weekend, 
which was attended by 45 
children and young people, 
30 supporting adults, four 
staff and six volunteers, 
three of whom had a vision 
impairment.

The range of activities 
offered included rafting, 
kayaking, climbing, abseiling 
and bushcraft. There were 

also parent training courses 
while the children were busy 
with activities.

Among the benefits of this 
weekend were increased 
health and fitness, increased 
independence, improved 
social skills and improved 
family relationships and 
reduced isolation.

Many of the parents noted 
that children and young 
people with VI (including 
many who also had other 
additional needs) were 
able to participate fully in 
activities alongside their 
peers and siblings. They had 
the opportunity to challenge 
themselves and to show 
themselves, their families and 
educators, and Skern staff 
exactly what they are really 
capable of. The trip improved 
the overall wellbeing of all who 

attended and will enhance 
the ability of these children to 
achieve their full potential.

When these children are 
supported, in addition to all 
the outcomes above, they 
feel as if they can support 
others.

This wonderful moment 
happened between two little 
boys, both severely sight 
impaired. 

Miles, 6, was climbing 
upwards when he suddenly lost 
his confidence. He desperately 
wanted to get to the next level 
but was too scared to do so. 

Oliver, 9, heard him being 
upset and swooped over from 
the adjacent rope activity, 
wrapped himself around the 
climbing pole, reassured Miles 
and helped him get to the 
top. What an achievement for 
both these boys!

T
im was blown away 
not only by the 
enthusiasm of the 
surfers but also by 

their aptitude. “Jack Patching, 
the main coach, was brilliant 
at explaining what to do,” says 
Tim. “All the VI participants got 
up pretty quickly and cracked 
it brilliantly. There was a young 
lad of about 12 whose coach 
seemed a real perfectionist. 
He saw the youngster losing 
concentration and failing off 
after he’d cracked it so he took 
him out of the sea. They went 
through the routine ashore 
and got him back in, refocused 
and the boy nailed it every time 
after time thereafter.”

One of the coaches involved 
was Melissa Reid, aka the 
Sightless Surfer, who is a 
triple world champion and a 

The Murray Fund helped MoorVision deliver their outdoor activity 
residential weekend at Skern Lodge in Appledore, north Devon 

In August, Primary Club chair Tim Kelleher 
visited Croyde, on the north Devon coast, 
to see first-hand one of Surfing England’s VI 
parasurfing coaching sessions, made possible 
by a £12,000 grant from the Murray Fund

Teamwork in action: Oliver 
helps Miles navigate the tricky 
rope-climbing activity

Paralympic medallist in the 
triathlon. “All the coaching was 
one to one and of a really high 
quality,” Tim says. “I saw Melissa 
coaching one young woman 
and the two gelled really well 
– the look of delight on the VI 
surfer’s face was permanent!”

There were plenty of parents 
and siblings in attendance. “It 
was a great day out for them 
too,” adds Tim. “We received a 
really warm welcome and the 
Primary Club’s support is much 
appreciated. A great day out.”

Tim also witnessed a beach 
‘primary’ though he was 
unimpressed by the granny’s 
refusal to walk after being 
bowled by her grandson. “She 
did a WG Grace and put the 
bails back on and continued! 
I was too far away to sign her 
up to the Club.”
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The art of the possible

T
he VICTA Sports Family 
Weekend is dedicated to VI 
sports and is founded on the 
belief that sport is a powerful 

tool for learning and personal growth.
Through inclusive and accessible sporting 

activities, participants build confidence, 
teamwork skills, and a strong sense of 
belonging, key factors that enhance social 
inclusion and support successful transitions 
into secondary education, further learning, 
and future employment.

Sports offered at the weekend 
included football, goalball, baseball, 
cricket, judo, tennis, cycling and boccia.

One great example of personal and 
sporting development through VICTA 
is 12-year-old Sophie who attended a 
rowing taster day hosted by Leicester 
Rowing Club and VICTA Sport in April 
2025. She was paired with a sighted 
member of LRC’s junior section, who 
guided her through the day including 
orientation around the clubhouse, 
practising on the indoor rowing machines 
and finally out on the water. Sophie loved 
the day and expressed an interest in 
continuing to row after the event.

 Fast forward three months to the 
VICTA Sports Family Weekend, and 
when asked if she had continued rowing, 
it transpired she hadn’t, as her parents 

At the VICTA Sports Family Weekend, funded by the Primary Club, 22 families from  
across the UK came together to enjoy a range of sports and activities

were unsure how their local rowing 
club would be able to support her. Both 
parents, particularly her father, were 
hesitant about how much they would get 
out of the VICTA Sports Family Weekend, 
later admitting they were trying to find 
an excuse to leave. 

A week after the conclusion of the 
Family Weekend, Sophie’s father wrote 
to VICTA: “As I write this, I’m watching 
Sophie do her first taster session at 
Loughborough Boat Club. They didn’t 
bat an eye when I mentioned the VI and 
noted it’s a perfect fit for her. Her trainer 
seems to have links with Leicester too. 

“I’ll be honest – I had some hesitation 
when I arrived (at the Family Weekend). 
I’ve never really spent time around so 
many families in similar circumstances. But 
as the weekend went on, I really got into 
it. It was a pleasure to meet some lovely 
parents and kids, and it really opened our 

eyes to the art of the possible. It made us 
realise that so many of the barriers to VI 
sport were in my head.”

Also at the weekend event were two 
inspirational sisters, Scarlett and Eliza 
Humphrey (pictured below), who spoke 
about their journey from struggling in 
large, mainstream swimming classes 
through 2:1 tuition to swimming 
competitively to representing Team GB at 
the 2024 Paralympics in Paris.

I’ll be honest – I had 
some hesitation when 

I arrived at the Family 
Weekend. But I really 
got into it and it made us 
realise that so many of the 
barriers to VI sport were  
in my head” 

A clear, sunny day blessed the 
launch last month of Pigshill 
and Clarrick Woods CIC’s 
safe and accessible walks 

for VI visitors on the Rame Peninsula in 
southeast Cornwall. After overcoming 
significant physical challenges thrown at 
them by Mother Nature, directors and 
volunteers of this beautiful project, which 
was fully supported by the PC’s Murray 
Fund, welcomed Hon Sec Nicole Pollock 
to this “forgotten corner” of Cornwall 
to admire the strategically located and 
identifiable wooden benches crafted from 

trees blown down in  winter storms or 
cleared because of disease.  

An innovative feature of this sensory-
rich woodland experience is the 
installation of QR codes which, when 
linked to the NaviLens app, can offer 
information on routes and points 
of interest to VI walkers and their 
companions.

The directors’ and volunteers’ evident 
personal commitment to this project will 
ensure its continued development as a 
restorative and inclusive third place for 
VI visitors. 

Nature without barriers
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Having a (goal)ball

G oalball is a fast-
paced game, 
specifi cally for 
those with a vision 

impairment, similar in concept 
to handball. The game is 
played on a tactile court, 
players wear eye-shades, and 
goals are scored by throwing 
– never kicking – the ball into 
the goal.

The league structure is split 
into three regions with three 
tournaments taking place over 
the season. Lancashire Lions 
won Region A, RNC Academy 
came out on top in Region 
B while Watford Wizards 
trumped in Region C with 
Chelmsford coming second.

Chelmsford GC said: “We 
would once again like to thank 
the Primary Club from the 
bottom of our Goalball hearts 
for your generous funding as 
this simply would not have 
been possible without your 
support to allow us to run our 
club and facilitate our training. 
We are very appreciative of 
this and just wanted to show 
what your support has allowed 
us to achieve!”

We also received thanks and 
an update from West Yorkshire 
Goalball, who are pictured 
above with the 2025 Goalball 
UK Shield as a result of winning 
a one-day 11-team national 
competition at Loughborough.

News from around the country on the hugely popular and successful Goalball 
UK leagues and competiitons

North and south: West Yorkshire’s goalball UK Shield champions at Loughborough last summer. Right: Chelmsford’s Chris Fawcett 
stands proudly with his award for leading male goalscorer in Goalball UK’s Region C league.

Julian Hill (pictured at 
the Cricketer Cup Final 
at Arundel in 2019) was 
a prominent collector 
of primaries for the Old 
Merchant Taylors’ Cricket 
Club for many years.  He 
enjoyed nothing more 
than playing or watching 
cricket with his friends. 
Sadly, he died too young in 
May 2020 at the age of 59. 
His executors have made a 
donation of £5,000 to the 
Primary Club in his memory 
and hope to make further 
donations once his aff airs 
are fi nalised.

Julian Hill 
1961-2020
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From 
the Hon 
Sec…

 2025/26 2024/25
 £ £
Joining subscriptions and donations 108,880 103,751
Gift Aid recovery 22,517 18,638
Legacies 116,401 74,963
Sale of merchandise 553 1,913
Interest 3,616 6,736
Total income 251,967 206,001
Publicity and administration -12,170 -8,969
Grants made -288,005 -346,284
Reduction in Reserves for the Year -48,208 -149,252
Reserves brought forward 129,014 278,266
Reserves carried forward 80,806 129,014

Note:  Copies of the Club’s full accounts may be obtained from the Honorary Treasurer.

2025/26 GRANTS FOR VI SPORT AND RECREATION
All-Aboard! Watersports Adapted equipment 4,000
Archers of Bridlington & Burton Agnes Adapted equipment 289
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon BC  See Sports Challenge  12,285
Beacon Centre for the Blind Guided fi shing sessions  1,824
Berkshire Stags VICC Season expenses 4,000
Birmingham Goalball Club Season expenses 4,000
Birmingham Sports CVI Futsal 4,000
Birmingham Stars VICC Season expenses 4,000
Blackburn Blind Sports Season expenses 4,000
Blackwall Sailing Sailing sessions 5,460
Blind Cricket England & Wales  Competitions and equipment 14,000
Blind Golf Scotland  Competition 4,000
Bradford & District VI Community Club Season expenses 6,000
British Blind Baseball Season expenses 5,000
British Blind Sport   Archery and tenpin bowling, Showdown 21,322
Cambridge Dons Goalball Club Season expenses 3,400
Chelmsford Goalball Club Season expenses 4,000
Cheshire Cobras VICC Season expenses 3,500
Dalton JIN School Adapted equipment 486
Disability Snowsport UK Adapted equipment 1,600
Dorset Dolphins VICC Season expenses 4,000
Durham VICC (Durham Cricket Foundation) Season expenses 3,500
England & Wales Blind Golf Competition 3,500
Galloways CIO Season expenses 3,000
Glasscutters Bowling Club Crown green bowling 3,300
Gloucestershire Growlers VICCC Season expenses 4,000
Greater Manchester Falcons Goalball Season expenses 3,000
Greater Manchester Gladiators BBC Baseball 1,000
Henley Trinity Hall Rifl e Club Adapted equipment 2,855
Hertfordshire Comets Season expenses 2,250
Kent Spitfi res VICC Season expenses 3,000
Kingston Association for the Blind  Swimming sessions 4,000
Lancashire Lions VISC Season expenses, Showdown 5,500
London Blind Ramblers  Walking weekends 1,500
London Sports Club for the Blind Swimming, rowing, climbing, bowling 2,400
Merton Sports & Social Club for VI Persons Hall hire and insurance 2,830
Metro (London Elephants) Goalball club 6,300
Metro Blind Sport  Various sports 12,000
Middlesex Association for the Blind Cycle club  2,600
North West Scorpions VIFC Season expenses 6,650
Northants Steelbacks VICC Season expenses 4,000
Northern Ireland Blind Golf Competitions 4,000
Open Country Tandem challenge 2,998
Open Country Tandem club 5,548
Oxfordshire Goalball Club Season expenses 3,463
Priestley Smith School Summer playscheme 475
Royal National College Hereford Season expenses 3,000
SAVI Northwest Venue hire and equipment  7,000
Somerset VICC Season expenses 4,000
South Yorkshire VI Tennis Club Season expenses 3,000
St Joseph’s Boys School, Newry Adapted equipment 200
Staff ordshire Wolves VICC Season expenses 4,000
Surfi ng England VI surfi ng  12,000
Surrey VICC Season expenses 4,000
Sussex Sharks VICC Season expenses 4,000
Sussex Spitfi res Showdown Team Season expenses 4,000
Unity Sport Club CIC Coaching 2,000
VI Bowlers of Somerset Season expenses 3,000
VICTA VI sports weekend 10,000
VIE Velo Tandem Maintenance Partnership Tandem maintenance 3,700
Vision of Adventure Storage of tandem fl eet 4,320
Wavertree C C Season expenses 2,000
West Glamorgan VI & Disability Bowls Club Season expenses x 2 5,650
Worcestershire Elizabethans VICC Season expenses 2,000
Yeovil VI BowlsClub Season expenses 1,500
Yorkshire VICC Season expenses 3,800
  288,005

The list of grants above includes the remaining distributions from the James and Murray funds, representing amounts 
retained to cover the second and third year costs of longer term projects.

Because of the exceptional scale of these two legacies, the trustees decided to devote them to kick-starting a limited number of 
special projects with an innovative or collaborative focus, going well beyond the Primary Club’s normal annual grant giving across the UK. 
Although it was made clear that this increased funding was exceptional, it was inevitable that it would create an increased demand for 
Primary Club support across the board. As a result, in 2025/26 it has not been possible to meet all of the funding requests received and a 
number of worthwhile projects have unfortunately had to be turned down, either in full or in part.

During 2025/26, the Trustees were notifi ed of further legacies from the late Janet Lambert and the late David Havenhand, amounting 
to £62k and £45k respectively, which meet the threshold  for recognition in the 2025/26 accounts. On this occasion however, rather than 
using these legacies to launch a further round of special project funding and thereby risk creating even greater unsustainable expectations for 
the future, the Trustees have decided to use them to bolster the Primary Club’s regular annual grant making over a period of years. This will 
include continuing to support the grass roots of VI cricket in the UK, as well as a much wider range of VI sports, for both men and women.

The Trustees are immensely grateful for these bequests, as well as for the many more modest ones that have been made. 

THE PRIMARY CLUB
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Dear Member,
Medical soaps are not my preferred TV 
genre, so it was with some trepidation 
that, as a favour to a friend, I recently 
watched a few episodes of a popular 
US series. Despite the barely credible 
plotlines and contrived dialogue, I found 
myself mesmerised by the orchestrated 
chaos of the Operating Room to which, 
inevitably, patients are sent for life-saving 
treatment by the heroic surgeons. In 
the OR, each participant has a distinct 
role, and surgical success depends 
on communication, trust and precise 
timing – in other words, this is eff ective 
teamwork at its most visible.

The Primary Club operates on a similar 
principle, albeit without the drama 
of unexpected aortic ruptures during 
intricate heart operations! Our generous 
donors and legators provide the essential 
resources. Our volunteer trustees 
use their professional and personal 
expertise to administer the collection and 
distribution of donated funds. And our 
benefi ciary clubs and organisations then 
call on the dedication of their own teams 
to organise fulfi lling activities for their 
blind and visually impaired members.  

I regularly receive emails of thanks 
from representatives of benefi ciary 
organisations, with interesting 
descriptions of exactly how the Primary 
Club grants contribute positively and 
eff ectively to the lives of their members. 
Examples of these successes are shared 
with you in this Newsletter.  I take this 
opportunity to thank most gratefully 
everyone in the teams involved for 
their dedication and contribution to the 
continued success of the Club.

I am planning to attend Lord’s for the 
Women’s Test – do please come and say 
‘hello’ if you see me there.

Yours sincerely,
Nicole Pollock

Medical soaps are not my preferred TV 
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W hile Sabastian 
Sawe was 
breaking the 
world record 

in the 46th London Marathon, 
elsewhere in the fi eld the 
Primary Club’s two runners 
were performing remarkable 
feats of their own.

Will Macpherson, deputy 
cricket correspondent of the 
Telegraph, is no stranger to 
running the Marathon for 
us, having completed it in 
3hrs 8mins in 2021 and raised 
almost £5,000 in the process.

Five years on, and with 
parental responsibilities along 
with his journalistic career, 
Will somehow managed to 
break his own personal best – 
fi nishing in an astonishing 2hrs 
58mins and raising £4.6k for 
the Club.

To add to the narrative, Will 
achieved this amazing time in 
a pair of £40 shoes from Lidl. 
Not for him the super-light, 
hi-tech Adidas trainers but a 
bargain supermarket shoe, the 
benefi ts of which he waxed 
lyrical about in the following 
morning’s Telegraph. 

By contrast, Jamie Cliff ord, 
the former chief executive of 

W e wanted to remind/
alert you to our 
collaboration with 
Borges & Scott, 

a leading provider of high-
quality Panama hats, to 
off er members a choice 
of two exclusive Primary 
Club hats. Each 
hat is fi nished 
with a ribbon 

Kent CCC and currently the 
secretary of Rye Golf Club, was 
a fi rst-time marathon man. A 
long-standing Primary Club 
member, Jamie responded 
to our invitation in last year’s 
Newsletter.

“I became a Primary Club 
member nearly 30 years ago, 
I think,” Jamie says. “Brian 
Johnston was on TMS to 
spread the word, I was playing 
lots of cricket and was a prime 
golden duck collector.  I have 
thought about Johnners and 
a lot too about Deadly over 
the last few months. Derek 
[Underwood, our former 
patron] became a good friend 
during my time at Kent and 
couldn’t have been a more 
enthusiastic supporter of 
the Primary Club – invariably 
wearing a Club tie to a Kent 
event or to Lord’s.  Everyone 
I approached for sponsorship 
was so enthusiastic about the 

in the Primary Club’s dark green, 
with a high-quality badge breathing 
the distinctive ‘broken wicket’ 
emblem. The Fedora retails at £95, 

£25 of which comes back to 
the charity. The premium 
Folder model retails at 
£145 (£45 to the charity) 

and is perfect for 
being rolled 
for travel.

work achieved by the charity 
– small is beautiful, as those 
giving feel they are making a 
tangible diff erence.”

Jamie had never been 
a serious runner until last 
November and had recently 
turned 50. His marathon 
time of 5hrs 35mins is even 
more impressive because he 
did it without any periods of 
walking, “about which I am 
particularly chuff ed”. 

“It will live long in the 
memory,” he says. “ The run 
itself was quite something but 
I take even greater pleasure 
from the fundraising and the 
good that it will achieve. Why 

should the enjoyment of cricket 
be confi ned to those who 
are sighted? It is a game to be 
enjoyed by all. And sport should 
be open to all, so to reach a 
signifi cant sum is very satisfying.  
The best thing in this regard 
was when my father made the 
donation to take the total above 
£10k – brilliant!

“So thank you to the 
Primary Club for giving me the 
opportunity to do something 
that has been truly wonderful. 
But please don’t ask me if I 
will do it again!” Our thanks 
to Jamie, and Will, for a truly 
outstanding contribution to 
the cause.

All hail the Lidl distance runners

Primary Club Panamas

The London Marathon delivered a bumper fundraising eff ort for the Primary Club

Will Macpherson (left) and Jamie Cliff ord

If the hat fi ts: The 
Hon Treasurer 
modelling a Club 
Fedora, pictured 
with his wife Alison 
at the Perth Ashes 
Test last November. 
Judging by the 
smiles, this must 
have been taken 
before Travis Head 
went berserk in the 
fourth innings.

The best thing
 was when my 

father made the 
donation to take 
the total above 
£10k – brilliant!”


