THE PRIMARY CLUB: GUIDANCE NOTE FOR GRANT APPLICANTS

The Primary Club exists to provide for the sporting and recreational needs of the blind and partially sighted throughout the UK.
Most of the Club’s income comes from members' donations, and is used to support a wide variety of projects.  Recent examples of projects financed by the Primary Club include:

· building Golden Duck, a 56-foot canal boat for the Royal London Society for the Blind

· children’s activity weeks  run by the National Blind Children’s Society and the London Sports Forum 

· a four day residential course preparing twelve visually impaired riders to compete on equal terms with sighted riders. 

· a set of conga drums for the Joseph Clarke School in east London

· refurbishing the swimming pool at St Vincent's School for Blind and Partially Sighted Children

· support for new Actionnaires Clubs, introducing blind and partially sighted youngsters to the opportunities open to them in sport

· coaching fees and new equipment at the RNIB Vocational College in Loughborough. 
The trustees are keen to make it as simple as possible for suitable projects to receive funding, and there is no special form of application.  At the same time, the trustees have a duty to ensure that the Club’s funds are applied in accordance with its objects and that grants are spent wisely.  Applications should be addressed to the Hon Secretary, Christopher Larlham at PO Box 12121, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2ZF and should contain the following information:

· The name, address, contact details, legal status and, where appropriate, registered charity number of the person/organisation applying for funding

· Details of the project for which assistance is requested

· An account of how the project relates to the sporting and/or recreational needs of the blind and partially sighted

· A detailed cost breakdown for the project, showing the steps you have taken to verify costs and to be satisfied that they represent value for money

· Information about the other sources of funding for the project

· The expected timescale of the project
· The key indicators of success – how and when will you know that the project has achieved its objectives?
While the trustees have full discretion over which projects will be supported and there are no hard and fast rules, applicants may wish to bear the following criteria in mind:

· All projects must relate clearly to the sporting and/or recreational needs of the blind and partially sighted.

· The trustees generally prefer to support ‘grass roots’ and ‘start up’ activities rather than, for example, international teams of visually impaired sportsmen and women.

· The trustees generally prefer to fund the whole of the cost of a project, even where this is spread across two or more years, rather than to be one of a number of contributors.

· The trustees generally prefer to support running costs or the purchase of equipment, as distinct from items which will significantly increase the recipient’s long term asset base.

· While there is no geographical limitation to the support which can be provided anywhere within the UK, the trustees are keen to encourage applications from clubs and schools in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland which are under-represented at the moment.

